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Walking Liberty Half Dollars

5 Walking Liberty Half Dollar Facts Every Collector Should Know

Designed by: Adolph Alexander Weinman
Edge Style: Reeded

Mints: Philadelphia, Denver, San Francisco
Diameter: 30.6mm

Weight: 12.50¢g

Metallic Content: 90% Silver, 10% Copper
Silver Content: .3617 oz Pure Silver
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Walking Liberty Half Dollars

The Walking Liberty Half Dollar, designed by Adolph
A. Weinman, was introduced in 1916 (along with
the Mercury Dime and Standing Liberty Quarter)
and has been called America’s most beautiful silver
coin. A look at the majestic figure of Liberty, striding
with outstretched arm, gives ample credence to that
assertion, and the design was chosen for America’s
Silver Eagle program in 1986.

Walking Liberty Halves have remained one of the
most popular series with U.S. numismatists for well
over half a century, and here we’ll take a look at some
of the most commonly asked questions about them.
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Some are, some aren’t. Within most coin series, there are really two kinds of rarity.

The first is absolute rarity. That is a date and mintmark combination of which relatively few were made and are worth a premium
price in any condition. A great example of this is the 1921-D. Only 208,000 were originally minted and perhaps 5% survive today.
Even in low grade, this coin is worth several hundred dollars.

The other kind of rarity is what we call condition rarity. These are coins which are considered common in circulated or even low
uncirculated grades (MS60-62), but their value soars in high uncirculated grades (MS66-67). The 1941-S is a good example. In
circulated grades, it is common and worth no more than any other date. But in MS67, it has fetched as much as $90,000!

As a general rule, most Walkers are not considered to be rare coins. They can be readily located online on sites such as eBay or
Amazon, at all coin shows and numismatic auctions and from any local dealer.




A Walking Liberty Half
contains .3617 ounces
of pure silver.

At a silver price of around
$15.00/0z, the melt value of
any Walker is about $5.40.

As a practical matter though,
with @ 10% premium for silver
coins, a value of about $6.00
or so is a good minimum.

Most dates after 1933,
in well-worn condition,
would be worth about this.

In average uncirculated condition,
most common date Walkers today
are worth between $35 and $40

Nice uncirculated examples
will bring anywhere from
$75 to $125 or so.

Gem condition common
dates run $500 and up.
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1916-S 50C

508,000

MS67 $33,350

What Are the Common and
Rare Dates-’?

¢ g 13‘5‘ ‘@t I-‘:; =,y 4
Trad|t|onallyr Walﬁér&@eﬂeea@ﬁ&enmtﬁmmm g
: groups the “eaﬂ?“datesx ol 33) and __.' : ‘

1921 50C

264,000

MS66 $54,050

1921-D 50C

208,000

MS66 $94,000

_ ﬁv” above
“ and we || A RARE DATES

1940 50C

9,156,000

MS68 $7,050
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On the very first issues (1916 and 1917) the mintmark appeared
on the front, or obverse of the coin, right underneath the motto
“In God We Trust.”

Later in 1917, the mintmark was moved to the reverse, slightly
above and to the left of the word “HALF,” where it remained

for the next 30 years. On the 1917s, the mintmark can appear
either on the obverse or the reverse.
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Gradrng Weak Stnke Vs, FuIl Stnke

Walkers have quite a bit of fine detail in therr desrgn (partrcularly on the obverse) and the Strength
of the strike from the dies when the coin Was ongrnally made is |mportant Unfortunately qurte a
few dates in thrs senes are Weakly struck. )
n the earIy years (1916 1920) the Irnes in leerty S sklrt were farnt and often are extremely weak.'
~ Ewenon very hrgh grade pieces, the llr,;es are often almost too shaIIow to see

e -._. '3,

The center portlon of Lrberty, where her hand crosses her walist is another area that is chronlcaIJy 2 |
~weakly struck, and this persrsted through the end of the serres in 1947. Many of the “S” mrnt )
- coins in the 1930s and 1940s are Weakly struck, and trndrng a WeII struck example is not easy ‘

The Walking Liberty Half has always been a popular coin for collectors. They are large, attractive
and feature a good balance between common and rare dates. None of the dates are really
impossibly rare, and completing the set in circulated condition is a very achievable goal. Putting
together a high-end Mint State set will cost some serious money, but all the coins are available
and can be found with a bit of patience. Good Luck.




1916 -

Mintage and Collectible Value (continued)

Extra Fine

Uncirculated

' 1916 D

19168

1917
~ 1917Dobv
1917 D rev

19175 0bv

1917 Srev

e

' 1918D
191_8‘_8
1919
1919D

= 19198

e
1920 D
o20s

1021
e

19218

1927
1988

- 1929D

S s
" 1933S

e

Serovrew
1,014,400
508,000
12,292,000
765400

1,940,000

©952,000
5,554,000
6634000

3,853,000

10,282,000

962,000

ie5000

1,552,000

6372000

1,551,000

4,624,000

246,000

548,000

2,392,000

1940000

1,001,200

1,786,000

- 64000
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208000

$36.00 - $42.00

$11.00 - $13.00

~$19.00 - $22.00

$12.00 - $14.00

 $22.00-$25.00

$6.50 - $7.00

$6.50 - $7.00

2 $6.50 - $7oo_f--'-;

$19 00 - $22 00

$19.00- $2200 2

$16.00 - $19.00
$6.50 - $7.00
$125.00 - $1 45.00

$35.00 - $40.00

$6.50 - $7.00

;_"~-'$3jsr_.:()o'-$42.00 =

 $85.00-$10000

- $650-$7.00

- $650-57.00
o 8650-8700.

~ $215.00-$25000

- $70.00- $80.00

$60.00 - $70.00

$185.00 - $210.00

$12.00 - $14.00
$55 00- $65 00
$30.00 - $35.00

- $95.00- $110.00

$14.00 - $16.00

~ $14.00 - $16.00

$25.00 - $30.00
- $14.00 - $16.00
$50.00 - $60.00

$80.00 - $95.00

$55.00 - $65.00

- $1000-$12.00

$50.00 - $60.00
$20 .00 - $25.00
$250 00 - $300.00

_$30‘0.oo - $360.00_ =

$175.00 - $200.00

"-'.$25 00 - $28. 00'

$14.00 - $16.00

$650-5700 $1400-81600
$6.50 - $7.00

$14 00 - $16.00

$1400-51600
$12 00- $14 00

 $17500-$19000

$180.00 - $200.00

. $425.00 - $500.00

$30.00 - $36.00

$165.00 - $200.00

$210.00 - $250.00

$500.00 - $600.00 -

$45.00 - $50.00
$100.00 - $125.00
$175.00 - $200.00

© $50.00 - $65.00.

$425.00 - $500.00

$625.00 - $650.00

$550.00 - $600.00

$55.00 - $65.00

$300.00 - $350.00
$210.00 - $250.00
$1250.00 - $1500.00

$180000- $210000

$2500.00 - $3000.00

$250.00 - $300.00

$125.00 - $150.00

- $180.00 - $200.00-

$80.00 - $95.00

$35.00 - $40.00

© $90.00-$110.00

S0 0

$290.00andup =
- $1000.00 and up

$100.00 and up

z "-éai_bﬁ,oo.{a_nd up ;' :

$600.00 and up

§170000andup

$300.00 and up
- $250.00andup
$850.00 and up

 -$25000andup
$1150.00 and up

$4000.00 and up-
$2400.00 and up
.$200.00 andup
$1000.00 and up
$650.00andup
$3200.00 and up

$6200.00 and s
$12,000.00 and up
- $950.00and up -

$700.00 and up

. $775.00 and up

$300.00 and up
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Coqeup

19348
1935

- 1935D
19355
= 1936.
= '1"9?;6:0-_.:_

1936 S

193D

- Others

1916 - 1947

Mintage and Collectible Value

3,652,000

9162000

3,003,000

3,854,000
12,617,000
4252000

3,884,000

491,600

2061000

$6.50 - $7.00

$6.50 - $7.00

 $6.50-$7.00

$6.50 - $7.00

 $6.50 - $7.00

$6.50 - $7.00

$650-87.00

$6.50-$7.00

- $80.00-$90.00
$6.50 - $7.00

~$9.00-$10.00

$9.00 - $10.000

- $7.50-$8.00

$9.00 - $10.00

$9.00 - $10.00

$7.50 - $8.00

© - $9.00-$10.00

$9.00 - $10.00

- $70.00 - $85.00

$7.50 - $8.00

Extra Fine

- $24.00-$28.00 -

$22.00 - $25.00

$13.00- $14.00

$22.00 - $25.00
$20.00 - $24.00
$13.00 - $14.00

$15.00 - $18.00

$15.00 - $18.00

100.00 - 115.00 -
$10.00 - $12.00

Uncirculated

$'1(.)0.60-a.r_1d.up .
$250.00 and up
o ___$30.00':_5nd'up =
 $80.00 and up

~ §$180.00andup

$30.00 and up |

- $50.00 and up

$100.00 and up

$275.00andup
$25.00 and up







	Walker HalfDollar
	Walker HalfDollar back

